
Do you remember in grade school when you were given a bean to take 

home with instructions to put it on a sponge, keep the sponge moist, and 

set it in the sun?  Every day you cared for that bean and checked for 

signs of change. Do you remember the excitement you felt when you first 

saw the root nub pushing through the bean? Wasn’t it awesome to see 

that little bean transform before your very eyes?   

“(OSS) has helped me with my anxiety.  I have none when I 

walk into the building, and I have made a lot of friends here 

too.  I feel (like part of) a family.  It‟s safe, people actually 

care here.  I can actually go to places, where before I had 

trouble even going to gas stations.  (OSS) taught me a lot 

about the real world.”  Brianna  
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Did your bean ever shrivel up?  OSS targets teens, and now adults, 

who have been unsuccessful in traditional learning environments.  

Most come to OSS with a history of problems including truancy, drug 

and alcohol abuse, teen pregnancy, and gang involvement.  We know 

God has a better plan for His children.  A plan that includes healthy 

growth, and a chance for life-altering change. 

DIFFERENCE:   A significant change in or effect on a 

situation   

“The Street School made a difference in me because I 

can focus more.  It„s a smaller school...we have fewer 

kids.  I don‟t have trouble anymore like I did at (my old 

school). I have new friends and better teachers.   We also 

have way better lunch...”  KõShawn 



CHANGE:   

It is 7:00 pm at OSS on a Tuesday night.  At one table sits a young lady who 

attended OSS but did not graduate.  She is now a single mom and is back 

to get her GED so she can support her daughter. Next to 

her is a volunteer, trained to work through life‟s issues with 

our „older‟ clients, to give them another chance to get 

ahead in life.  Through the Future Focus Program, our 

young mom is able to work on -line, check in weekly, and 

begin, once again, to push a healthy root into the light.  

So how is true transformation possible?  By God’s grace, of course, but also through 

the participation of His people—family, staff, volunteers, donors, the community.  At 

OSS we specialize on individual relationships, teaching both academics and life 

skills.  OSS keeps the sponge moist, pushing our students into the sun. 

We also know transformation does not begin or end at OSS. You met 

Brittney in last year’s letter.  Her story continues... 

 

OSS needs YOUR help  to care for the òbeans.ó  They come to us dormant 

and dried up, but YOUR partnership can foster lasting transformation.  
 
 

 Please Consider a Donation Today.  

To make the form, nature, content, etc. different 

from what it is or from what it would be if left alone.  

“I got to meet new people and I have fun everyday.  I also 

found God.  It changed my attitude, the way I think, and the 

way I act.”  Jordan  

IMPACT:   The force of impression of one thing on       

another ña significant or major effect.  

Transformation is a process—not an endpoint.  And while we have had 

significant and measurable successes, we know some of our greatest   

joys are not measured by the world’s standards. 

“I came to (OSS) after 8 mos. in a treatment center for            

depression.  The Street School was my best option because of 

the smaller setting…(OSS) made a huge impact on my life by 

giving me a second chance to prove myself.  They are helping 

me  apply to college and helping me with scholarships”  Brittney  
 

*Brittney is currently taking a class at Metropolitan Community College while work-

ing on her high school diploma.  She will graduate from OSS in May 2012.  


